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most powerful; for Prussia is two thirds of Germany*
Also, it is inconceivable that William IL could long have
remained King of Prussia without being invited to
resume his position as Emperor. Nevertheless, what
was of more immediate importance was that, as King of
Prussia, he retained his absolute powers over the army;
he also retained Berlin, for Berlin is the capital of
Prussia as well as of the Empire* What' von der
Schulenberg quite obviously intended was that William
IL should re-conquer the Empire, by persuasion, or
intimidation, or force, in virtue of his vantage post as
King of Prussia* The so-called resignation, then, was
to be a sham,

He over-reached himself. Prince Max vehemently
protests that the next telephone message, (von der
Schulenberg despatched it personally), was worded with
such careful ambiguity that it wholly misled him* Von
der Schulenberg did not want Prince Max to guess that
there had been any change of plan ; nor did Prince Max
guess* On the contrary, he quite simply and naturally
took it for granted that, when he was told something was
being 4* formulated " and would be ready in " half-an-
hour," this something was the Emperors resignation'
according to his own suggestions* How could he
suppose anything else, when nothing else had ever been
suggested to him ? Meanwhile the streets outside his
palace windows were bursting out into revolution, and
revolutions do not wait for documents to be " formulated/'